Land Claims Special

Kwanlin Dun takes stance on Riverdale waterfront

Muonitoring land selections
within Kwanlin Dun First Nation
Traditionul Territory cun at times
be very challenging. Especially
given the three party negotiations
and that there are so many interests
i he are,

As an example, in recent
weeks, Chief Rick O'Brien felt the
Issue a letter Lo

Leuader Piers

urgency o

CGovernment

MeDonald and Mayor Kathy |
of

Watson  reminding  them
Kwanlin Dun's long-standing
interest in the ares known as the
Riverdale waterfront, The area is
being considered for the future site
of the Millennium Trail.

“I am writing to remind both
of you and your governments that
a much more fundamental issue
underlics any development of this
arca - land ownership.” said Chiefl
(V' Bricu, “The  Riverdale
waterlront arca, in question, 18
subjeet to a long-standing
seltlement land selection by
Kwanlin Dun First Nation.™

The Kwanlin Dun leadership
and land claims negotiators have
been cautiously monitoring the
discussions regarding a proposal
for waterlronl improvements, in the

inside...

Riverdale area, since August of last
year. Those discussions were taken
one step further, in November,
when a public meeting was held
to review a proposal calling for a
paved, four-kilometer loop — up
and down both sides of the Yukon
River. The City of Whitehorse,
Yukon Energy Corporaton and the
Yukon Council on Disability
hosted the meeting.

« Compitiniy Updaies, Pe.2

“Kwanlin Dun First Nation is of
the view that no development of
the Riverdale waterfront area of
the Yukon River should occur
without the consent of the
Kwanlin Dun First Nation or
resolution of Kwanlin Dun First
Nations long-standing interests
in this land ar the land claims
negotiating tables.”

Chief Rick O'Brien
Kwanlin Dun First Nation

On Monday, February 7th, a
recommendation was put forth to
the City Council, eonunending
approval to a memorandum of
understanding, which formalizes
the trail parmership between the
city, Yukon Energy and the

Council on Disability,

While Kwanlin Dun 15 not
against development, there has
been no formal or structured
consultation process with Kwanlin
Dun First Nation even though
Kwanlin Dun huas continupusly
expressed interest in the Yukon
River cormidor and waterfront areds
in downtown Whitehorse.

“Chief (3'Brien’s letter went
on to say, “Kwanlin Dun First
Nation 18 of the view that no
development of the Riverdale
waterfront area of the Yukon River
should occur without the consent
of the Kwanlin Dun First Nation
or resolution of Kwanlin Dun First

lation's long-standing interests in
this land at the land claims
negotiating table”

Since receiving the letter,
Mayor Kathy Watson and her stall
have been working diligently to
improve communications with the
First Nation and there is some
discussion of holding a lormal
meeting between both groups
promoting 4 better understanding
of land claims and self government
1ssues and concerns.

» Working Group selecled, P30
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We Need
Your Help!

The KkwaninDun
First Nation
Enrolmen’
Office 5 updating
itsrecords,

To assist us withThis
process, please
ensure we have

vowcurent

InformationonFile,

For more infarmation, please
cafl the Enralment Office
at (BR7) 633-7312,

of write

Kwanlin Dun First Nation
Enrolment Office
35 Mclntyre Drive
Whiteharse, Yokon Y14 S45

COMMUNITY UPDATE

Kwanlin Dun Client Survey '99

“A three phase survey of all Kwanlin Dun household"

In December 1999 and Januvary 2000, supvey teams wenl door=lo=door in the
Mehntyre Subdivision mcd on lands-set-aside (LSAS) for Kwanlin Dun Firse Nation
(KDFN). The survey asked questions which would provice o smapshotor whoowe are,
where we live and what ties we have by Family, membership, citizenship and benefeiary
glatug 1o Kwanlm Dunoand other frst nations. The survey also asked what KDEN
services KDFMN households use and how frequently the services were used

There were four survey teans. Each of these team was made up of one Kwanlin
Dun person and one person from the Burean of Statishics

Phase | of the client survey is now complete. [t focussed on those people living in
the Melntyre Subdivigion and on LSAs. Phose [ of the survey is currently underway
and will talk 1o those Kwanhn Dun members and beaehones not interyiewed in plose
I

Phigse [ saw 242 households visited. Results so for show that there were o lotal of
565 people or 3559 of the total membershap lviegean he surveyed housebolds: Tooaddiion,
330 or 58% were KDFN and 235 or 424% were non-KDFN; Thers wers 35 houses m
which the household membership were all non-KDFN members, Further results wll be

avallahle in future newsleliens

KDFEN Land Claims Overlap Committee struck
“Overlap issues being reviewed"

On January 11, 2000, a Land Claims Coucus Meeting was held (6 discugs progress
om and concerns with Kwanlin Dun First Nation land clains and sell-governimem
negoialnons

During the meeting, one of the main opics of discussion were overlap issues wilh
the Careross/Magish First Nution: To assist negotintors, the Coucus struclk weoverlap
commiles o review overiaps, consult walh affected benefeimes and provide direeon;

The members of the commitiee are: Annie Bums, Albert Webber, PotJoe, Ann
Srmith und Dianne Smith.

Community receives funds for a Land Use Planner

“Responding to planning cxercises within KDEN Traditional lerritory”

Over the next several weeks, Kwanlin Dun First Nation will be recruiting o Land
Use Planner for its Land Claims Department.

The planner will assisl negoliations by momlonng, illﬁnLiF}-‘iu,i._r, aned TLpTESLTLng
Kwranlin Dun First Mation's interests in existing and future land planning inmatves,

As part of negotiations, Kwanlin Dun is faced with responding to a multitude of
loveasl e smed umiespal plianning exeroises within is Traditional Territory. St ol
the proposed development sites are located in areas where Kwanlin Dun has tabled
land selections, Therefore, sarly intervention is a key element if the community is going
lneffectively prolec it selections aml ensure that amy plamed developrmentis compulible
with Kwanlin Dun’s intended use for the [and.

In the past, many first nations have chosen not to participatein planning processes
while lhey sre negoliatmg their land clam amresmenl, wilh the underslamding thal these
planning processes are on a “without prejudice” basis. Generally, such an approach
and such commitments have proven unworkable, unrealistic and ineffective.

Given Kvwanlin Dun's municipal and geographieal locilion, the first nation s
participate in current plinning processes (o ensure that the hrst nation interests are
respected md protected and that 11s land clanm and sell-gaverniment negotiations are
not compromsed
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Land Claims receive additional resources

As Kwanlin Dun First Wation moves lowards
canpletion of its Tand claim and self-government
negotliations, additional resources have never been more
cruciil.,

Ewanlin Dun is in a very unigue situation. Tt is the
Turgrest st ation io e Yokon. 11 is located inan urban
cenler and it has o very diverse population.  All of these
fuctors support the need for increased resources,

During the past year, the lund claims department has
been successtul in receiving or being given approval for
approximately 51 million in grants, These funds are nol
tepayible and separate from the loan dollars used for
lln:'._l_*uliill'tunh'-.

The approved resources deal with vanous aspects of
negotiations, community planning, communication and
data collection, environmental issues., etc,

The following ix a bricl summary of the above mentionad
projecls:

Witerfront Lundscaping/Plan: For conceptual planning
of a First Nation Cultural Centre and jobs i relation to
landscaping along the shores of the Yukon River, in
downierwn Whilehorse,

Land Use Planner: To hire a planner to assist Kwanlin
Dun negotiators in monitoring and protecting the
community’s interest in various land planning initiatives
within the Kwanlin Dun First Nation Trathitional Termitory,

Communications; To provide communication services
for the land cluims department. As a result, a series of
community newsletters have been distributed, @ community
workshop was held and various other notices have been
developed.

Census Project: For an information gathering process
which will assist program managers, leadership and the
negotiating team in determining whether Kwanlin Dun has
adequate resources to provide and maintain the programs
and services needed in the community.

Devolution: To assist Kwanlin Dun First Nation for costs
related to and participation in the devolution process.
Devolution is the transter of provincial-like jurisdiction
ever land and resources from the federal government to

the Yukon lerritorial Government.

GIS/GPS Project: To provide instruction to Kwanlin Dun
Lands personnel in state of the art surveying and mappiyg
techmiques.

Environmenlal Projecis: For the environmental
assessment and clean-up of Lot 226 (Old Village).

Inherent Right: ‘To assist Kwanlin Dun for costs reluted
to the Inherent Right discussions.

Band Resouree OFFicer: For an individual to participate,
review and provide input into existing land review
processes.

Cultural Centre: To assist with the construction ol o
cultural centre. The location and actiual costs are yel 1o be
detenmined. (See other related inforrmation below)

Working group selected

Ann Smith has been selected as the chair of the
newly established Cullursl Centre Working Group
tfor Kwanlin Dun First Nation.

Smuith, who is & renowned artist locally, nationally
and internationally, brings a wealth of knowledge
and expertise to the table. 5he is also actively
involved with the Socicty ol Yukon Artists of Nutive
Ancestry and MacBride Museum.

As reported inthe December, 1999, edition of the
Kwanlin Dun Newsletter, the first nation is pursuing
its own vision for the Whitehorse Waterfront which
includes a First Nation Cultural Centre.

While a preliminary drawing has been completed,
other factors such as desizn, location and
development have not yet been determined. Smith
and her working zroup will assist the first nation in
ironing out these details,

Other members of the Cultural Centre Working
Grounp will be Collesn Williams, Dianne Smith. Judy
Tyerman, Ukjese van Kampen and Jacquelin Shorty-
Henyu,
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‘What is a Special Management Area?

Special Management Arcas (SMAs) are dealt
with under Chapter 10 of the Umbrella Final
Agreement (UFA) und are lunds that will be managed
and protected by a first nation. These are lands Jocated
within the traditional territory of Kwanlin Dun First
Nation (KDEFN) and are not settlement lands but are
just as important. They contain important
archaeological, historical and cultural value for the
first nation community.

COn February 3, 2000, the KDFN Land Cluims
Caucus und negotiators met with the federal and
territorial governments to discuss several of these
areas and to hear government's response. These areas
include Kusawa, Marsh Lake and the Yukon and
Teslin Rivers.

For the Land Claims Caucus, it wus an important
and emotional session. They were there o protect
the interest of KDEN und they wanted a say in the
management of the land and resources.

Not only the federal and territorial govermments
have interests in these areas: there are three other
neighboring first nation governments who also have

What is the mystery?

There is no mystery to KDEN land
selections. . .

I you would like to review the maps,
need more information or have any
CONCCTNS, . .

Contact:
Bruce Gilroy
Kawanlin Dun Lands Specialise
(867) 633-7811

the same interests.

Further negotiations will take place with
governments — federal, territorial and first nation —
to discuss overlapping issues like harvesting fish and
wildlife, forestry and economic opportunites flowing
from SMAs.

Il you would like more information on Special
Management Arcas, contact our office at (867) 633-
7812

Communication material
avallable!

The Kwanlin Dun First Naton Land Claims
Department curtently has a varicty of
corpnunication naterials available for those
memnbers/beneficiaries requiring more
information on the negotiations process, etc.

+ July, October, December 1999 Newsletter
* Umbrella Final Agreement (UFA)

» Understanding the UFA

+ 199972000 Hunting Regulations

Il you would like to receive one or more of
the above documents, please drop by our

olfice or call:

(367) 633-73112
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